lenges. The event to be held in Recife provides a unique opportunity to pool the experiences of the various regions of the country: the North, which has the largest population of slumdwellers; the Northeast, where Recife, Salvador and Fortaleza are the urban centers most affected by the formation of slums; the Southeast, where the ghettoes of Rio de Janeiro and São Paulo loom large in terms of international renown for urban criminality and, finally, the Mid-West and South, where poor communities, marginalized and stigmatized by the violence of organized criminal groups, in various cities in the State of Santa Catarina have begun to gain notoriety in the national and international news media.
Two days of debates will almost certainly not be enough provide a qualitative and quantitative overview of the range of health problems that lurk in the still little known world of Brazilian slums. Much still needs to be found out about the epidemiological profile of these populations, the performance of the public health services and the social security network, and government policy and action and its effectiveness.
However, it is hoped that the programed event will achieve consensus with regard to the little that is already known, the great deal that needs to be done and, as a result, the enormous amount that needs to be accomplished in order to obtain more and better information, through multi-professional and interdisciplinary studies, of the health situation of slum populations and the most obvious determining factors. This is the setting that is the focus of the National Workshop on the Health of Slum Populations in Brazil, which the promoters expect to be attended by representatives of the public health authorities and international United Nations agencies.
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